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AN ERROR ANALYSIS ON THE USE OF MODAL AUXILIARY MADE 
BY ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDENTS AT MUHAMMADIYAH 





This study aim to describe the type of modal auxiliary used which is not in line 
with the usage or semantic meaning and illustrates the errors on the use ofmodal 
auxiliary that is often done by English Education Students at 
MuhammadiyahUniversity of. The instrument used in this study is an essay test 
containing 9 modal auxiliaries. Subject in this study were 100 students of the 
English Education Students at Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The 
results showed that the semantic meanings had a lot of errors, namely 'prediction' 
(11%), while the modal that often had errors was 'may' (28.9%) and 'will' (27.2%) 
and the lowest was 'could'and 'might'(2.7% for each), as for modal that does not 
appear at all namely 'shall '. This study also examined 4 types of errors that 
occurred, namely 'misformation' with the highest number (48.2%), followed by 
'addition' (26.5%), and 'omission' (25.2%), while the type was 'misordering' not 
used in this study. 
 





Penelitian ini menyelidiki bagaimana siswa menggunakan 9 modal auxiliary dan 
makna semantiknya. Tujuan dari penelitian ini yaitu untuk mendeskripsikan jenis 
modal auxiliary yang digunakan tidak sesuai dengan penggunaan maupun makna 
semantiknya dan menggambarkan kesalahandalampenggunaan modal auxiliary 
yang sering dilakukan mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Muhammadiyah 
Surakarta. Instrumen yang digunakan dalam penenlitian ini yaitu tes esai yang 
mengandung 9 modal auxiliary. Subyek dalam penelitian ini adalah 100 
mahasiswa jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Universitas Muhammadiyah 
Surakarta. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa makna semantik yang terdapat 
banyak kesalahan yaitu ‘prediction’ (11%), sedangkan modal yang sering terjadi 
error yaitu ‘may’(28,9%) dan ‘will’ (27,2%) dan terendah yaitu ‘could’ dan 
‘might’ (masing-masing 2,7%), adapun modal yang tidak muncul sama sekali 
yaitu ‘shall’. Studi ini juga meneliti 4 tipe error yang terjadi yaitu ‘misformation’ 
dengan angka tertinggi (48,2%), disusul ‘addition’ (26,5%), dan ‘omission’ 
(25,2%), sementara tipe ‘misordering’ tidak digunakan dalam penelitian ini. 
 





TABLE OF CONTENT 
Page 
COVER  ............................................................................................................. i 
APPROVAL  .....................................................................................................ii 
ACCEPTANCE  ................................................................................................iii 
PRONOUNCEMENT .......................................................................................iv 
MOTTO  ............................................................................................................v 
DEDICATION  ..................................................................................................vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT  .................................................................................vii 
ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................ix 
TABLE OF CONTENT  ...................................................................................x 
TABLE LIST  ....................................................................................................xiii 
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION  ..................................................................... 1 
1.1 Background of the Study  ....................................................... 1 
1.2 Research Questions  ............................................................... 2 
1.3 Objective of the Study  ........................................................... 3 
1.4 Significance of the Study  ...................................................... 3 
1.5 Limitation of the Study  .......................................................... 4 
1.6 Research Paper Organization  ................................................ 4 
CHAPTER 2: RELATED LITERATURE REVIEW  .................................... 5 
2.1 Literature Review .................................................................. 5 
2.1.1 Definition of Error Analysis  ...................................... 5 
2.1.1.1 Errors and Mistakes ........................................ 5 
2.1.1.2 Classifying of Errors ....................................... 6 
2.1.1.3 Sources of Errors ............................................ 8 
2.1.1.4 Steps in Analyzing of Errors  ......................... 9 
2.1.2 Definition of Modal Auxiliary  ................................... 9 
2.1.2.1 Types of Modal Auxiliary  ............................. 10 
2.1.2.2 Sentences of Modal Auxiliary  ....................... 10 
2.1.3 Notion of Semantic Meaning  ..................................... 11 
2.1.3.1 The Definition of Semantic  ........................... 11 
xi 
 
2.1.3.2 Semantic Meaning on the Use of Modal 
Auxiliary  ........................................................ 11 
2.2 Previous Study  ..................................................................... 12 
CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHOD  ........................................................... 16 
3.1 Type of the Study  ................................................................ 16 
3.2 Setting  ................................................................................. 16 
3.3 Object of the Study  ............................................................. 16 
3.4 Methods of Collecting Data  ................................................ 17 
3.5 Techniques for Analyzing Data ........................................... 17 
3.6 Trustworthiness  ................................................................... 18 
CHAPTER 4: RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  ....................... 20 
4.1 Research Findings  ............................................................... 20 
4.1.1 Frequency of Incorrect Use of Modal Auxiliary 
Representing Semantic Meaning  ............................... 20 
4.1.1.1 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Permission’  ................. 20 
4.1.1.2 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Possibility’  .................. 21 
4.1.1.3 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Ability’  ........................ 23 
4.1.1.4 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Obligation’  .................. 24 
4.1.1.5 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Necessity’  .................... 25 
4.1.1.6 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Volition’  ...................... 26 
4.1.1.7 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing 
Semantic Meaning ‘Prediction’  ................... 27 
4.1.1.8 Recapitulation ................................................. 28 
4.1.2 Frequency of Incorrect Use of Modal Auxiliary  ........ 29 
4.1.2.1 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘can’  ................ 30 
xii 
 
4.1.2.2 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘could’  ............. 31 
4.1.2.3 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘may’  ............... 31 
4.1.2.4 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘might’  ............. 32 
4.1.2.5 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘must’  .............. 33 
4.1.2.6 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘should’  ........... 34 
4.1.2.7 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘will’  ................ 35 
4.1.2.8 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘would’  ............ 36 
4.1.2.9 Recapitulation ................................................. 36 
4.1.3 Types of Error Identification  ...................................... 37 
4.1.3.1 Omission  ........................................................ 38 
4.1.3.2 Addition .......................................................... 39 
4.1.3.3 Misformation .................................................. 40 
4.1.3.4 Recapitulation ................................................. 41 
4.2 Discussion  ........................................................................... 42 
CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  ..................................... 44 
5.1 Conclusion  .......................................................................... 44 
5.2 Pedagogical Implication ....................................................... 44 
5.3 Suggestion  ........................................................................... 45 
REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 46 





Table 2.1 Bieber et al (2002:176) Modal types and Its’ Meaning ........................ 11 
Table 4.1 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning 
‘Permission’ .......................................................................................... 21 
Table 4.2 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning 
‘Possibility’ ........................................................................................... 22 
Table 4.3 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning    
‘Ability’ ................................................................................................ 23 
Table 4.4 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning    
‘Obligation’ .......................................................................................... 24 
Table 4.5 The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning    
‘Necessity’ ............................................................................................ 25 
Table 4.6  The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning    
‘Volition’ .............................................................................................. 26 
Table 4.7  The Use of Modal Auxiliary Representing Semantic Meaning 
‘Prediction’ ........................................................................................... 27 
Table 4.8  Recapitulation  ...................................................................................... 29 
Table 4.9  The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘can’ ....................................................... 30 
Table 4.10 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘could’................................................... 31 
Table 4.11 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘may’..................................................... 32 
Table 4.12 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘might’ .................................................. 32 
Table 4.13 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘must’ .................................................... 33 
Table 4.14 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘should’ ................................................. 34 
Table 4.15 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘will’ ..................................................... 35 
Table 4.16 The Use of Modal Auxiliary ‘would’ ................................................. 36 
Table 4.17 Recapitulation  .................................................................................... 37 
Table 4.18 Types of Error ‘Omission’ Identification............................................ 38 
Table 4.19 Types of Error ‘Addition’ Identification ............................................. 39 
Table 4.20 Types of Error ‘Misformation’ Identification ..................................... 40 
Table 4.21 Recapitulation  .................................................................................... 42 
